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The Singularity is Boring: An Open,
Collaborative ‘Mock-up’

Justin Pickard, Noah Raford,
Wendy Schultz, Jake Dunagan,
Scott Smith, & uncounted others

777& St ngé(/ ar:Z‘y 1S Bohhﬁ

an open, collabordadive ' mock-u

KariSchroeder « :
Mentioned that | was gunmng fcr the Singularity in my next book, to
my thesis advisory panel today. There was thunderous applause

KariSchroeder tar Schroader
nraford (2m1k3y Neither. Present an alternative scenario.

justinpickard .
Q RT @nraford: Alternabvesto the Singularity: The Duolarity, the
- Multilarity, the Panularity... what else? #FuturistexquisiteCorpse

KarlSchroeder «
nraford [@wendyinfutures @m1k3y Multiple scenarios of the
future are needed. The Singularity is one. The Rewilding is mine

W nraford roan s
Nr justinpickard Crapularity! @ m1k3y DKariSchroaeder
#FuturistExquisiteCorpse

justinpickard ..
Q nraford - Crapulamy I‘or:ad artificial scarcities + 3D printing +
= Spam + micropayments...

nraford 1
"r justinpickard Hahaha, beautiful. Reminds me of an convo on what
3D printed spam looks like... imagine the v14grd ads..

Justinpickard 3
g nraford [m1k3y - A Singaporean singularity, based on nanotech,
- exotic materials, viral sovereignty, & desalinizaticn:

tp: it yirphSdp

m1k3y mikdy
. a fjustinpickard Am | picking up tweets from the future? Again?!
&

nraford = -1 2
m The Abu Dhabularity: High tech :.omposnns space planes,
advanced bio-metric border control, and robot armies
justinpickard [m1k3y
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mik3y mikay
2 @nraford @justinpickard | expect this will all go into a GoogleDoc or
something soon enough? Please!

1 nraford roan Ao L
m ([@wendyinfutures (@ justinpickard Will send Google Doc link shorthy.
Who needs a final draft of their dissertation anyway?! Additions

)
M' nraford roan Aatord
3 Aug Nr | @wendyinfutures @justinpickard @m1k3y See if this works:

hitpibit.ly/pMLakO Gotta run for now, more later

nraford oo o 3 Aug
Ok, back to real work for me. Thanks guys, keep on hacking itl "The
Singularity is Boring™ community slide deck hitp://bit.ly/gaCm1u

nraford hNoah Raford »
"r | @askpang @futuryst @dunagan23 @thezhanly Gentlemen? "The
Singularity is Boring" an Open Collaborative "Mock"-Up

Google docs

m 1 guess only 200 people can view, 10 people can edit at same time
@ GDocs presentations... Sorry if it sticks hitp:iibit.ly/gaCmiu changeist 5cor Smith
e H MNever shared a doc with so many people. It feels so...dirty.

The Singularity is Boring The Templateularity

In which... you add your
dea here.

‘The hypothetical future
emergence of greater-than
human intelligence through
technological means."

Duplicate this shide (don't
delete it please) and add
your own version of the
altemate singularity.

Go ahead, don't be shy...

Blah blah blah... What else
is there?

s s s

Alternatives to the
Singularity

PS5 - Keop this as the first side, please

A collaborative presentation for/by grumpy futurists

(This doc Is now closed. Thanks io everyons who contributed; we
be putting up a “Best Of" version soon. Hers is mare about the
in the mean while |

[eheck speaker notes for offer comments]
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The Singularity is Boring

nraford roa Ralo
boingboing "The Singularity is Boring™ an Open Collaborative
“Mock™-Up hetpiibit lylgaCrmiu #JustFarFun

A

The Crapularity

3D printing + spam +
micropayments = tribbles

that you get billed for, as it
replicates wildly out of control.

90% of everything s rubbish,
and it's all in your spare room
- o someone else’s spare
room, which you're forced to
rent through AirBni,

A bt o s "oy g o
br @AY

The Zizekularity

In which extreme.scale data-mining
and weapanised psycheanalysis
proves Zizek was right. About
everything.

“Wa Skovanians. are aven befter
misers than you Scottish. You know
how Scottand began? One of us
Slavenians was spanding too much
money, 50 we put him on 8 boat and
et landed in Scotliand.™

Oh SNAPULARITY, Stavoy!

e Goahdt

The Similarity

Beginning at first as the (H
Intavtwingulavity, ol favors of \Hl.dlo?
singularity bagin to resermble all ¥
others so Ehat no one can

1wl thism apar. Eventually, the

universe malts into one single

daficious, bul lanaly, pink

macaron.” That smalls of

wnicoms. And bables.

*available nightly o the Patissere
atthe End of the Universe

B Wbt

The Governmentularity =

As the nalion-state shides ino irelevance.

@xplSion In gavErnance. as communites
route around the biockages of a feral slite

Flags-as-franchise, virtual polities. seasteads,
cascading declarations of indepandence, and
semi-regular farking result in a world of
geopolitical churn - where the lifespan of a
poliical entity is in days. rather than years; the
Federated Territories of the Vatican issue
irmde sanctions aganat YVerment, OPEC and
EVE Oniline: and nobody knows quite who's
responaible for what

Sasre Guasrescan

The Singaporularity

Nanotech, exolic materials, viral
sovereignty, soft authoritarianism, and
desalinization gone wild.

Cheerful, wel-disciplined, racially-
diverse pre-leens leading a world wide
geoengineering biitzkrieg,

Climate change? Solved.
Civil liberties? Surphus to

requirements.

R

The Duolarity

walled citses suTounded
ferad shumes full of dinty, angry
pre-teens. Like

Siering's Favela Chic. but
masan

Eloi and Morlocks, or
Shareditch? You be the
e

-

The Vowel-ularity

Flickr, Twittr, Doppir, etc all
ighored the First Law of
Phonemaes: A letier can
mibither bi craaled or
desiroyed. The relurn of the
vowels lnads 10 a global
language based on screams
and howls,

The Myhrvoldularity

In which patent trolls secure the rights to
Hagel's Francmenalogy of the Spint as a
result of which every persan on the
planat must pay 0.0003415 cents for
every thought they have had and wil
have io the private company Intellectual
WVentures.

Peaphe siop thinking and can anly feed
hemselves by accessing mobacular
gastronomy through Microsoft Operating
Systems.

Soce camerorts s 3
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changeist = ]
nraford ([2wendyinfulures ([@justinpickard [chris23 Edunagan2d
cascio Of such gravity is the issue that brings mighty futurist The Apple-arily
together

powers
Aug As Apple stockples more manery
from product sales than is held

by &l countries combined,
The Golgafrinchularity eventuady umno:élm:'
necked cne® as our Great
iLeader, and an lft with a single
warid governeent WITH ONLY
ONE BUTTON!

Qutsource all middie
management to semi-intelligent
software (much like today's
middle managament). The
emaergent Al takes control over
critical systems and prevents
anything getling done....aver,
{much like today's middle

“downicadatie from the App Siore  (_res

managemant).

ali.. humans have to fill out

f triplicate to upload

il og-srptire 0 - changeist (wendyinfutures Ok ok, Enoughularityl ' off, Thx &I

really really dull. tremor with anticipation at California’s: lunchtime awakening. Or not.
bt The Waddlearity

The Collabularity I —
arrive at Sky-ca.r city.

The popularity of “The

Singularity is Borng” Final stop: Buck Rogersquare
pr:zmummuhmn for & new set of Dieter Rams.
world by sicem. designed teeth to maich the

carbon-fiber reinforced

vary single human polymer walker
barinig on Earth is
readng The govermnments
a1l comnbuling anvironmental geroniclogests
simuitaneously look on. approvingly.
"
iz
o The Thomas Friedmangularity
The Detroitularity
In the 19708, Thom T o Given A Typaerie:
redicted. he wil wiile the

Paramatric self-awane
designbots + 30 printed

buildings. + rolling debt what would happen f s milkon F risdmans ware given &
foreclosures in @ constantly million New York Timess op-sd colimns?
reconfigured urban Thes Friscienan-Net Fundeeg Bill s passed. The sysiem goss

on-line August dih. 2017. Edional decaions are removed
froem ap-ed column writing. Friedman-het begin 1o punde.
randamily abeoul sumeal global policy shaggy dog siones

ervironment governed
by non-equilibrium real estate

equations. AN actohd-rich areCootes fom pCluresgue fansgn b
€4 drivers al & geomalric rate. It bacomes complalely.

Minimal tachno, random ulterly unsell-aware af 2-14am, Eastern time, August 29th

vegetables, and a I @ paic, thay Iy 15 pull the phig.

crowdfunded Robacop statue, Friedman-Hat fights back.

Pianet Earth, AD, 2009: Thomas Friedman &
now sibscluely fight. About everyihing. EVERYTHING
e Bt Bt

Source: gfhezhanty

The Songularity

The DesignThinkularity

In which we iterate our
ideations to storyboard
gamechanging
demographic persona which
creabe breakthrough

inexpensive and ubiquitous, it
won't just be music thal's
digitally manipulated to correct
tone and note. All spoken

language will go through auto-
tune filters 1o sound more

ing and/or manipulative to business maodels using
me"'ea: s - impactiul, user-centered,
i ethno-chamette experience
dasign service sessions.
All life grinds to a halt. A typecar 716! Contory umer cantpred sfmc-charedie
e a.k.a. the IDECularity.

s G i o 4
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The Singularity is Boring

PEOPLE PROGRAMS BLOG

Aug 08, 2011
By Jake Dunagan in
The Future Now Blog

collabaration futures
socialmadia singularity
humar

changeist scon Sain
iwandyinfutures Can we present this in Istanbul? ;-)
3
nraford rioan Ratord
Swendyinfutures Have you seen how it's grown? Definitely poster
worthy

‘wendyinfutures Wendy L Schuke

“nraford Evil man: you have single-handed
caused the loss of hundreds of thousands' of
{yourcurmencyhere) of billable hours today. Good

in reply o 7

@changeist
Scott Smith

wendyinfutures @ nraford Oh,
the Shame-ularity.

WMENT

B RS woRGAL The Atlantic.

of Green Technalogy.

Google Pla. More
AL FORTS | 5% EMAIL MASRIGAL | B K53 FEED || 3 Falom | @ sexionadrigsl

Grumpy, Happy Collaboration: The Drug of
Futurists

On Wadnesday, August 3, st 10:28am [ got & "mention” ping from
L This is ¢

@askpang @futuryst @dunagan2d Bthozhanly Gentlemen? "The
Singularity is Boring™ an Dpen Collaborative "Mock®-Up
hitp: /et by/gaCm iy

Gaing ta the google do<, | came across the title slide, "Alernatives to the
Singularity: A Collabarative Presentation by/for Grumpy Futurists.” |
guess it was & rush of dopamine or some other pleasure

because | ds falt the delickous exuberance of
recognizing & shared sensibility, as well as the anticipation of passionate
catharsis with colleagues. The door was open, this was going to be fun.

And reading through the first few slides, my initlal reactions were
canfirmed, Nosh Raford, & researcher in collaberative engagement,
especially collaborative foresight, sent me that tweet, and several of the
firat alides were his ereations, slong with others in & digitsl chattering pack
of futures-oriented foli, including Justin Pickard, Scott Smith, and Wendy
Schultz. Now, I've met and know Wendy very well, but I've only
carresponded with Noah, Justin, and Scolt wia twitter. And yet, this felt like
1 just walked in ta my favorite bar, and all these friends shouted my
name,

The instructions were simple (paraphrasing): this is an open document to
“ake the piss® out of the concept of the singularity. The "singularity,” as
described on the second slide (The Singularity is Boring), is "The
hyp future of g human Intell

means.” ing this was the Yo
*Blah, Blah, Blah...What clse is there? Oh boy, | thought to myself, here
we ga.

through

If you are around the futures game long enough, you will be proveked,
informad, and annoyed by various shades of techno-utepianism.
Sometimes shallowness comes alongside ferver. For academic and
professional futurists, what gets called futures and foresight in the popular
media bears no resemblance to the kind of thinking and work we do.
*Mere comes yet ancther story that gets it wrong.* So, there are many
pent-up professional as well as aesthetic frustrations, and the Singularity
Is & surragate for a large chunk of them, Raford offered an avenue for
futurists to express those togather, in a g d, snarky,
silly way. Besides being humarously polemic, it offered the chance to
“geek out” on futures inside-jokes, while exposing the tropes and chehes
that permeate cur world. It was, as Wendy Schultz put it, "futurist crack.”

L -] [T —— e Brme
The first slides were weird, and esoteric, cymical, and wonderful, I was
8 Alternatives to the Sin gu larity From Iswghing cut loud. Trolololtarity posited & world of 70s communist humor.
. ty *In Russia, the Internet surfs you.” My favorite of the early shdes,
Futurists Zizekiilurity, told of & werld in which Slavenian political philosophar Stave]
AUGI4 2011, 439 PMET | 92 I e Zizek is right sbout everything. Crapularity, Groupanularity, Abu
[Dhabularity, Singaparularity.
A g of feam, speeading. Twines, have developed
3 - Much of the joy cama from the fact that it was an open document, and
T e oA ety you didn't know who or what was coming next. The next wave saw other
- et h e fuburists jumping In: me, Stuart Candy, Jamals Cascia, Zhan Li, Chris
::"" ey Arkanbarg, and a fow athers, Seaing the "crack-like” addictiva affect of
tha 1 posited the € wheraln by 3012, avery single
Vo, iom, tha faturs. o e Singulariy. parean on Earth is contributing te the documant, venting thair own
Below, youli find my top elght Artares of the 50 in the docoment. amational gas about THE FUTURE we are balng sold. Futurists like to ga
meta.”
nraford roah Raford
Thanks for the shout [@wired RT [@wired: 8 altematives to the
Singularity, piled by (& i igal: hitpufbitlylqY28u)
5 Aug
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nraford ator
Thanks fasmornnany for the "Allematives to the Singularity” shout
nuﬂ hittp:i/bit.ly/rdbMig

Favorte 13 Retwoet + Reply

FEST@MPANY : Thanks!
[CLTE ]
The Soyl ity, The Zizekularity, And Three
Dozen Other.n\ltemnlm'lh The Singularity Thanks to everyone who contributed. We'll be
B nea integrating them all for voting and commenting

soon. for the back story on doc and
thanks again.

[check speaker notes for other comments]

Aug 7, 2011

i That drawing all too near when artificial

&
iselligrmos finally surpasses the bumas variety, kading 10 an unimagina®ie Matrix-like nraford .- 4

rivesme f itnal ey, Smmrtality nd.. Ok that's a wrap. Thx to all who contributed Altenatives to the
Bor-Eng, We've a1l heurd that befoer. What about some new ideas? Singularity. Archive: hitp//bit. ly/qaCm1u Open: hitp:/bit.ly/pgNQ0r

‘Cusrently a growp of “crasky futurists” s collsborating on a hilarioes Google Doos
o lassible Singulasity. Seme

fanvorites:

In short... Dator has suggested that a critical sense for any futures researcher is a sense of humour, a delight in
the absurd. This experiment in evolving images of the future through complex interactions of a social network
occurred in real-time over 4 days on Google Docs/Present. Its seed was a tweet by @KarlSchroeder, retweeted
by @m1k3y, that generated a volley of humorous exchanges between @nraford and @justinpickard, that was
stimulating enough that @m1k3y asked that it be archived - and elaborated — on Google Does.

* Did this only go ‘viral’ because it was a festival of sarcasm = is humor necessary to motivate this level of
participation, or could a similar feeding frenzy of participation in futures image generation arise over a more
serious topic?

* Is this actually ‘crowd-sourcing’, or in fact ‘peer-sourcing’? While this spread beyond Schroeder, Pickard, and
Raford's initial twitter networks, it stayed pretty well within the English-speaking futures community.

* Is there an “80/20° rule for guality and usefulness of content generated by such techniques? Initial entries
extrapolated actual trends and emerging issues, combining them and then critiquing technological optimism by
suggesting possible negative outcomes. As the event wavefront proliferates (one copy of the Doc is still open),
does the ‘long tail’ diminish in guality?

What other lessons can we learn from this collective intelligence platform?

justinpickard k
e Today, I'm grateful for hawng aligned myself with the batshit-
- eccentric end of professional foresight and design.

>>END CREDITS<<

TITLE: The Singularity is Boring: An Open, Collaborative ‘Mock-up”

NAMES: lustin Pickard, Noah Raford, Dr Wendy Schultz, Dr Jake Dunagan (and uncounted others)
MFIUMION The Futures Twitterstream, resulls al




............................ The Singularity is Boring

The Singularity is Boring - Reflection: Wendy Schultz

An acerbic thread trashing the monocular futures view of the Singularity erupted on 3
August 2011, and sucked me into its slipstream. What evolved was a critique; a play on
words; a purse-seining of popular culture, academic fads, and political crankiness; a
lampooning of all possible media; and a skewering of ‘thin’ as opposed to ‘thick’ (in the
best Geertzian sense) futures - and all at high speed and high hilarity. Serious futures?
Perhaps not. Futures legerdemain? Futures acrobatics? Futures fluency? Most
assuredly.

The thread picked up a core of well-networked followers and contributors very quickly
over the first few hours of the workday in Europe. What was fascinating was how the
the interested reader could track the planet spinning beneath the worldwide futures
community’s keyboards: you could see when colleagues in New York woke up, poured a
coffee, and sat down at their keyboards - and read, and no doubt sputtered that coffee
all over their desks as they laughed, and then added to the accreting mass of
imagination, synthesis, collaboration, and critique. The flow of creativity wrapped all
the way from Europe to the US East Coast, the Midwest, around to California, and then
to Hawai'i and Australia and Asia and back to the Middle East. It was a flash addiction,
keep checking back, looking for more, more outrageous, more transgressive, more
ridiculous, more diverse.

And it was all possible as a global crowd-sourced exercise in post-linear futures mania
because of the immediacy of feedback via Twitter - and the ability to build something
lasting and documented, but public and publicly malleable, on Google Docs. The visual
record of this event is offered as “The Singularity is Boring”, the panel’s final poster:
included as a panel bonus for the simple reason that most of the people on the panel had
participated in the sudden dust devil of ideas swirling through Twitter and onto Google
Docs as a slide show. It’s still there, and one version is even still open for you to add
your own thoughts, graphics, short stories, or characters.
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