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Futures Studies 101

Our discussion today
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Futures Studies 101

1- The future is plural

FUTURES

10 Principles
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If there is only ONE FUTURE

THOUGHTS:  
Pollution is so bad right now, there’s nothing I 
can do about it. Why should I care to not use 

plastic bags or buy bottled water 
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ACTIONS/Behaviour: 
Plastics continue to be part of our lives
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1- The future is plural

We choose 
NO MORE TRASH 

ACTIONS/Behaviour: 
Don’t buy bottled water 

We support businesses for greener 
environment  

THOUGHTS:  
Pollution is so bad right now, 

there’s nothing I can do about it. Why 
should I care to not use plastic bags or 

buy bottled water 

We care for our neighbourhood 

We choose 
plastic free city 

We love our ocean 
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2- The future is Possible, Plausible and Probable

Probable futures

are based on a continuation 
of current trends, if things 

remain the same
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2- The Probable futures of traffic situation in Taipei
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2- The future is Possible, Plausible and Probable

Plausible futures

which most people would consider 
believable and are consistent with our 

current understanding of science, 
technology, socio-economical systems
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“...it can be seductively easy for cities to pat ourselves 
on the back for finding ways to do the wrong things 
better. An example is electric & driverless cars — in 
other words, “better cars” — when the right answer is 
fewer cars.”
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2- The future is Possible, Plausible and Probable

Possible futures

are futures which seem highly unlikely 
or “too far out” because they may 

involve technology or knowledge that 
does not currently exist 
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Possible futures

communication device first appeared 
in Star Trek 1964

2021 - We can’t live without our mobile 
phone
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Possible futures

The Jetsons Flying Saucer 1962
2017 - Dubai Autonomous air taxi
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Possible futures

Star Wars 1997
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3- The Future is Open

The future is NOT fixed and we have opportunities and 
freedom to influence the future in a positive direction
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3- The Future is Open

Possible futures - our choices and actions can help to 
create it. 

“We can choose and act to bring about a desired future” - 
Wendell Bell
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1- The future is plural

We choose 
NO MORE TRASH 

ACTIONS/Behaviour: 
Don’t buy bottled water 

We support businesses for greener 
environment  

THOUGHTS:  
Pollution is so bad right now, 

there’s nothing I can do about it. Why 
should I care to not use plastic bags or 

buy bottled water 

We care for our neighbourhood 

We choose 
plastic free city 

We love our ocean 
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4- The Future is Fuzzy

Knowledge about the future is always imperfect and 
severely limited. 

Even with fuzzy knowledge, imperfect understanding can 
still provide useful and valuable guidance - help us make 

better decisions.
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4- The Future is Fuzzy : Future Jobs
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5- The Future is surprising

The future will surprise us. 
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5- The Future is surprising

some change are continuous
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5- The Future is surprising

some change are discontinuous
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6- The Future is NOT surprising

The principles of continuity  - The future contains 
continuity and change. 

Anti-change forces are stabilities ; e.g. rules, culture, 
customs & traditions, economic systems
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6- The Future is NOT surprising
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7- The Future is fast

Change is occurring at a rapid and accelerating pace 
“too much change in a short time”

The implications of this : the future is approaching faster than 
we think, are we ready?
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8- The Future is slow The future is also shaped by slow, continuous, 
incremental change
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9- The Future is generic

How do you study something that does not currently exist?

Futurists study people’s images of the future
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9- The Future is generic/ archetypal

The are four general categories about the future 

Continue/ Continued growth 
Collapse - War & Pandemic 

Discipline - society structured  
by fundamental ideals e.g. religion 

Transformation - A.I. or Robotics transform economies
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10- The Future is Inbound and Outbound

Our personal futures are shaped by:

1) change that happens to us

2) change that we create ourselves
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Our personal futures are shaped by:

1) change that happens to us
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Our personal futures are shaped by:

2) change that we create ourselves
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Readings for an Introduction to Futures Studies

Bengston, David (2018), Principles for Thinking about the Future and Foresight Education. 
World Futures Review, Vol 10(3). 

Inayatullah, Sohail (2018), Six Pillars: Futures Thinking for Transforming, Foresight, Vol 10(1). 
Miller, Riel (2015), Learning, the Future, and Complexity.  An Essay on the Emergence of 
Futures Literacy.  European Journal of Education, Vol 50(4) . 


